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Working title 

Place-based ecosystem service assessments for informing land-use 

decisions: sharing experiences 
 

Contact:  

Johannes Förster (johannes.foerster@ufz.de)  

Helmholtz Centre for Environmental Research UFZ 

The outline of the paper is based on a joint workshop with regional projects on November 13, 

2013 at the Helmholtz Centre for Environmental Research UFZ organized by GLUES. 

It is planned to be a contribution to a Special Issue in Ecology & Society organized by the 

Programme on Ecosystem Change and Society (PECS, URL: http://www.pecs-science.org/) of 

which the Sustainable Land Management Programme is part of. Deadline for submission is in 

spring 2014. 

All regional projects are invited to join the publication and presenting their experience in 

using the ES concept for land-use analysis and informing land-use decisions. 

 

Motivation: Within the Sustainable Land Management Programme ecosystem services (ES) 

are assessed with the goal of informing land-use decisions. It is hypothesized that 1) ES 

information is of relevance for land-use decisions and 2) that it can help identifying more 

sustainable land management practices.  

Regional projects are invited to share their experiences in using the ES concept for analysing 

land-use systems and for informing land-use decisions. Opportunities and challenges 

involved in applying the ES concept will be highlighted, such as fitting biodiversity 

information into the concept and risks involved in a narrow, anthropocentric application of 

the concept. 

Questions: The paper will be developed along a step-wise approach adapted from the TEEB 

six-step approach (TEEB 2012). This step-wise approach is intended to guide ES assessments 

in generating information with a particular focus on informing land-use decisions. 

The main guiding questions of the stepwise approach include (adapted from TEEB 2012):  

- What is the problem?  

- Which ES are likely to be most relevant for decision making? 

- What information gaps with regards to ES are identified, which ES are addressed by 

the assessment, and what methods are used? 

- What land-use options (policy options) are identified and assessed? 
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- What are possible changes in the social-ecological system and how does this impact 

the flow of ES? 

- What are distributional impacts of policy options (trade-offs, winner and loser)? 

Following this step-wise approach can help structuring ongoing assessments and already 

generated ES information according to its relevance for land-use decisions.  

Most of the regional projects are in the middle of assessing ES and final results and 

conclusions cannot be drawn yet. However, the presented approach can support projects in 

structuring and prioritizing ES information according to the relevance for decision-making 

within its specific local and regional context.  

The outlined paper can guide the synthesis of findings within the Sustainable Land 

Management Programme and can be an important contribution to the still ongoing 

development of the ES concept. All projects are invited to contribute to this effort. 

Next steps: GLUES together with interested regional projects is developing a structured 

protocol that can guide this analysis. GLUES also developed a structured database for the 

Synthesis of ES information (SynES) which can support the synthesis of ES information within 

and across ES assessments. Regional projects are invited to contact the GLUES-team at the 

UFZ for testing the database and for joining the publication. 

1) Finalizing the questions for analysis together with the interested regional projects 

(until December 2013). 

2) Contributions by all interested regional projects (by end of January 2014). 

3) Draft circulated among interested regional projects (February/March 2014). 

 


